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AN EXPERT CURATES ARTAND ANTIQUES WITH AN EYE FOR BALANCE.
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.,_ﬁ B wm\ ) Aero Studios INTERIOR DESIGN BY THOMAS O'BRIEN PHOTOGRAPHY BY MELANIE ACEVEDO WRITTEN BY MARIO LOPEZ-CORDERO
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THINGS CAN BE BEAUTIFUL AND REFINED AND EASY. THEREARE SOMANY ~ WAYS TO COMBINE THE OLD AND THE NEW, THE ELEGANT AND THE CASUAL 99
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eC . Al French round tabse. Custom Bolilers

i 3LALAMMAndrd volve and Fortury print. Cusicm

amps. Antique French commades and Swedneh clock



French polished mahogany doors and original
moddings recall the building's rich history, Ties pace
AND mEAR mast: Sofa and armchairs, Jonas, in
Thomas O'Brien for Leo Jofa fabrics. Custom pillows
 Brunschwig & Fils, Fabricut, Fortuny and Manuel
Canowvas fabrics. Vintage marvor and Bagues

coffee table. Rug, Thomas O'Brien for Salavieh.
Framed photograph, fop, Imogen Cunningham. sax
mawt: Sofa, Jonas, in Old Workd Weavers velvel.
Custom pillows. Curtains in Fortuny damadsh,
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HE UNDERSTATED YET {;'LJLH‘»*H*FE
I]H' REfTiN ._uu[ t'lll!l!lﬂtil!lll‘“‘ *-p.u'r Hlls |1it'1 "= niﬂl 1 SerIOUs
pedigree, paired with an ingenious sense of composition and
an instinctual feel for what works. Chinese Qijia & disks from
the Neolithic era adorn a graceful Louis X V] mahogany com-
modde. A baonze, irst-ce by Homan “:]uul with delicate fe-
line paws sits on the same silver tray as a robin's-egg-blue
Hoval Copenhagen jar Irom the 19405,

'.\'llll[ ”'III:I- I!Iu*ﬂ_-. rl.rr:u.l‘l'r':t'u.: |||-|1'h‘. J.:nml f q.:rllt-rr, Il'zl" o e el B
telling for a vanety o reasons: for the casual MArrving o

|r|u-.:_-[||:|-|-r_l1.1;[|i::.. |_1i:j|'1‘[- 'ni!": Ir'-.--l'f tl!.”'l}:‘"-* f-n-r 1I"Il‘ ql_l'.*l-t

HLIHII N THIS FIFTH AVER lj!'_'s'A,F-'”'T*.u_-*‘TITE‘:“._:J E"
SPEAKS VA L_U‘-.» 5—BOTH ABOUT HIS KEEN APPROAC

Y THOMAS OBRIEN
O DECORATING

ASTES OF HIS L,_it'_NTt:: ARRAYED AROUND

approach 1o their display, for the modern way such items,

--|+1n-.1r-|tr'q'l by du-p;lnl'lr* cultures and centuries of hists Y,
nevertheless manage to complement each other, If you didn’t
know the gems were there, you wouldn't notice them; they don't
scream hello, What they do is encapsulate—visually, aesthet-
wally and even 4'E|'.-||J.‘|.1|-:'1.l"j. — |-|1i|1't.n:-|'-|:j. that ]lI-.'I:! L
peross the four-bedroom ressdence in similardy subtle ways,

“It's a story,” says (FBrien, “That Roman tripod is a rare
flower in the garden of the room, and it"s magical, but an inex-

pensive flea market find could just as easily go in its place. A
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I e DOCKCAse inberedrs ang pasnied & ursiying, Ragh

i gloss subergine. Deotk, lansen. Antigque detk chair.
_'?I Antsague lamg, Baccarat. YVintage charndelior and
raiting tablos, Chair, Jonas, in Lee Jofa fabric. Pillow

in Bergamo fabnec. Theow, Asro. AnDIgue SCONCES

and hbeary table. Picture bghts, Nicholas Antiques.

Custom leather otioman, Jonas. Vinlags Talbne nag.
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Fortury fabric lines the interkor of the built-in cabinet.
rsis Paae! Custom mirroe, paneling and dining table.
Chairs, Jonas, in Lee Jofa velvel. Vintage Caldwell
chandeber, Antsque wooden urn as lamg, Rug,
Thamas O'Brien for Safavieh. weas msant: Custom
cabinats. Faucet, Waterworks, Drawer pulls, ER.
Butler & Co. ram mdwr: Custom table, banguetie and
' g lgather, Jonas. Glasiware,

s Barton. CF
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vignetle is a combination of proportion, form and surprise that
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also savs, "Here's our life. This 1= where we live,

In this particular family’s life, rare flowers abound. There

A7 Ham-i'lai rr'mmil.' I:ur-«-*- -.HHE ol f.‘.iir'nl"' F*!il‘h' t'f' ["ir..p--m 1p

the dining room, prints by the likes of Mind and Chagall in the

“]H’.l:_'-._ Iﬁh nln;;rdirlh Euj. Irving Penn tI'IHI-"-;I;,:l'II al. Hut thi'_l.
share space with sturdier life-as-a-garden stock: a “greatest
dad™ pin on a desk and a hibrary hlled by a voracious reader
wilh titles such as H hhrp"flr:” OfF f_.-ltl‘l.!lfh‘.l fra: A Life.Ina hedroom,
art by one of the children is framed and hung as reverentls
as those aforementioned Penns,

These detailsos rrinlz witha u*r:nin;.:rf!'.-m thessness, " |h NEs
can be beautiful and refined and casy, says UV Bnen. " There
are so many wayvs to combine the old and the new, the elegant
..i:hl by ~I'.~'I|HIJ'.I.I.“ cale ;llt-:! COME Are Ll‘}. "W hen there's a Lot
hilFI-FH'IJiH].'.'; 1 IH'“IH 10 L._rf'|| the ;u!l't[i' Col, "lnlrju ing degrees

of gray—[rom misty greige to pale silvery blue—dominate

andd change tone, depending on the shifting natural light, " 'm
also a stick ler abowt proportion and authenticity,”

The living room’s onginal plaster acambus-leal moldings
were bovingly restored, while in the symmetrical gallery, a
table placed off center provides a slightly less static flow. In
I|1i-.;1-'||ir|ir'nl-rt[ 193 |-ui|-[inj.:"|:,|-!; across from Central Park,
these touches give the space context without 1oo much pomp.

But the truest testament to livability is how the family really
uses e apar menl. The kitchen, with its 1'I.t‘-||j- solas and
leather banquette, is command cemtral, where evervone con-
venes from mid-alternoon to evening, In the regal dining room,
lacquered a shimmering dove gray, the wile uses an informal
et voed for emertaining: She sets i four tables, for intima Vs
and people periodically switeh places to mingle. “When
||u- LN sels, il*n !.'.lllllzﬂ-t_l:"- ._ur||| ‘m“iu --u-nr.ilr:;.:_ﬂ H"H‘ h.l_'.'-._ "}’fu-r_-
prard of the ;ljulh:u'rh! has LN |._|=Hi|_h and me 1n it And thl'fl:'ﬁ

not one space where you wouldn't want to sit and linger,” L
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A comtemporary photograph gives traditicnal
slemants & modern edge. T PaGE: Anliquo settee

and custom pliows an Cowtan & Tout fabrcs. Antique
English table. Chandelier, Bernd Goeckler Antiques
Antique vase, Aero. Art, Irving Pern. orrosine:
Mid<antury bar Cabinet, Ole Wanscher. Antique 1ol
Murano vase. Stanford White mirror. Art, Canaletto




	
	
	
	
	

